REGISTRATION

Are your details up to date with the Dental Board of Australia?
Dental Prosthetist Registration:

· Dental prosthetists whose renewal of registration is processed prior to the 30 June 2010 will automatically transition to the national scheme under the Health Practitioner Regulation National Law Act 2010 on 1 July 2010.

· The renewal date for all DP Registrations is the 30th November 2010.

· The fee for renewal of general Registration will be $485.00 – to view a copy of the Schedule of Fees click here.
What are the categories of registration under the National Scheme?

Registrants may be granted one or a number of different types of registration and their names will be entered on the relevant national register. Details of the type of registration each practitioner holds will be listed against their name, along with their qualifications and a range of other information. The Dental register will have divisions for the different sub-groups of health practitioner within the profession.

The types of registration that may be granted will be;

General Registration
Specialist Registration 

The Ministerial Council on 31 March 2010 approved the following recognised specialties for specialist registration of dentists: 
Dento-maxillofacial radiology; Endodontics; Oral and maxillofacial surgery; Oral medicine; Oral pathology; Oral surgery; Orthodontics; Paediatric dentistry; Periodontics; Prosthodontics; Public health dentistry (Community dentistry); Special needs dentistry and Forensic odontology.
Provisional Registration

This type of registration is intended for practitioners in a profession who

have completed a Board approved, accredited qualification in the profession, but are required to undertake a period of supervised practice or internship to be eligible for general registration.
Limited Registration

This type of registration may be granted to practitioners who do not qualify for general or specialist registration, but who meet the eligibility and qualifications requirements set out in sections 65-70 of the National Law (see below for web address for this)and any registration standards issued by the Board. Under section 72 of the National Law, limited registration may not be renewed more than three times, but a new application may be made.

There are four sub-types of limited registration:

1. Limited registration for postgraduate training or supervised practice. 

2. Limited registration for area of need. 

3. Limited registration for teaching or research. 
4. Limited registration in the public interest. 
Non-practising registration
This type of registration is available to practitioners who have previously held general or specialist registration in a profession, but who do not wish to practise the profession during the registration period. The new National Law states that a practitioner who holds non-practising registration in a profession must not practise the profession. To ‘practise the profession’ has been defined widely as:

“any role, whether remunerated or not, in which the individual uses their skills and knowledge as a health practitioner in their profession. For the purposes of this registration standard, practice is not restricted to the provision of direct clinical care. It also includes using professional knowledge in a direct nonclinical relationship with clients, working in management, administration, education, research, advisory, regulatory or policy development roles, and any other roles that impact on safe, effective delivery of services in the profession”.
Student registration
This type of registration is granted to people who are enrolled in an approved

program of study that qualifies them for general registration in a profession, or people undertaking clinical training that has been arranged by an education provider. Students enrolled in approved programs of study do not need to make an application for registration. After they have enrolled in the program of study, their education provider is required to provide the DBA with a list of enrolled students. On receiving this list, the National Board will register the students. A student’s registration ends when they have completed their program of study, or when the student ceases to be enrolled

in the program of study. The Board’s power in relation to registered students is limited to students who:

1. may be suffering from an impairment

2. have been charged with or found guilty of an offence punishable by 12 months
3. have breached a condition of their registration.

Students who are not already registered with a State or Territory Board will not be registered in the national scheme until March 2011.

What category of registration will apply to me?

The DBA has written to every registered dental practitioner in late April 2010, to support the transition of all registrants to the national scheme. The letter will explain each practitioner’s registration type from 1 July 2010. The letter will detail the information that will appear on the online national Register of Dental Practitioners. The DBA is urging all practitioners to ensure the details held by their current State or Territory Board are accurate and up to date.

In general, dental practitioners will transition to the type of registration that matches their current registration. While the name of some registration categories will change, the Board has no intention to change any dental practitioner’s current scope of practice outside that of the new standards. 
The DBA can register dental practitioners in one or more of the following divisions of the Register of Dental Practitioners: Dentists; Dental hygienists; Dental therapists; Dental prosthetists and Oral health therapists.

If I have conditions on my registration will they be noted?
The Board decided to not routinely publish the details of conditions imposed or undertakings accepted as a result of impairment. However, in the interests of transparency, the Board will place the statement that the practitioner has conditions related to their health on the register. There may be circumstances when the Board will decide on a case-by-case basis to publish the specific details of some practice restrictions imposed due to impairment when there is an overriding public interest.
How will the DBA identify me when I apply for registration?
The approach for authenticating the identity of an individual who applies for registration relies on a 100-point check, consistent with the Attorney General’s standard. It applies to all new applications for registration from 1 July 2010. In July 2010, AHPRA will after your registration, send you your new national registration number, your national registration certificate and the renewal date for your registration.

Will we have a local Board?

The National Board has agreed to have State and Regional Boards, which will be delegated some of the Board's key responsibilities. There will be a State Board in NSW, Queensland, Western Australia and two Regional Boards, one for Victoria, Tasmania and ACT and the second for South Australia and the Northern Territory. 
The National Board is in the process of finalising the matters it will delegate to the State and Regional boards and to AHPRA.
The makeup of the State Board is also yet to be determined but an announcement is expected soon with the understanding that ‘members of the existing board in that jurisdiction will compromise that State of Territory board for the balance of the terms of their appointment’.

What are the registration standards?
The DBA has developed registration standards which have been approved by the Ministerial Council. All registered practitioners must comply with the registration standards when they take effect on 1 July 2010.
For a summary of the Registration Standards click here

What are the Codes and Guidelines as developed by the Dental Board of Australia?
The Codes and Guidelines, developed by the DBA, endeavour to provide in greater detail the requirements that all dental providers must act under. The Board at present is reviewing the feedback from stakeholders and the Codes and Guidelines will be revised as necessary, approved and published on the Board’s website in early June for effect as of 1 July 2010.

For a summary of the Codes and Guidelines click here

